
Dear Editors/ ADOT, 

As the June 3 deadline for comments on the proposed routes for the South Mountain extension to 
the 202 freeway rapidly approaches, I would like to ask others to help ask for a NO BUILD 
option to be taken seriously. 

It’s disheartening to see Arizona Department of Transportation (ADOT) officials pushing a 
freeway that would ultimately negatively affect the future of Gila River Indian Community 
(GRIC) members as well as Laveen and Ahwatukee residents. Yes, there are two proposed routes 
for this extension, but how could either be a healthy option? To begin with, both routes are less 
than a mile from each other. The proposed on-reservation route would go through GRIC, and 
would, in the end, result in a loss of approximately 600 acres of tribal land, as well as the forced 
relocation of Akimel O’odham and Pi-Posh families. The off-reservation alignment would gouge 
a 40-story high, 200-yard wide cut into South Mountain, which is sacred to all O’odham and Pi-
Posh. 

Firstly, I urge everyone to ask themselves what type of options are these for GRIC? Secondly, 
what happened to the “no build option’? What ADOT is essentially forcing GRIC to do is take 
the brunt of this freeway. One proposal results in members of the community losing their homes. 
The other permanently desecrates a sacred place to all of the O’odham and Pi-Posh people. 

Another glaring fact neglects to publicly address is the environmental and health impacts this 
freeway would have. It is a fact that both “proposals” would bring everlasting harm to the air 
quality of the Southwest Valley.  According to the 43rd Avenue air monitor, this area has 
registered the highest particulate matter readings in all of metropolitan Phoenix.  At all of the 
ADOT and Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) meetings, it was promised that a draft 
Environmental Impact Statement (EIS) report would come forth prior to any decisions being 
made on accepting routes. Why hasn’t this happened? 

Where are the facts on air, light, and noise pollution for the communities that would be affected? 
At many schools around the valley, children are prohibited from enjoying recess many days out 
of the year due to ozone advisories, when the air is unsafe to breathe for children and the elderly. 
Where are the statistics on how an eight lane addition to Loop 202 would affect the air quality, 
animals, and environment in direct and surrounding areas of the two alignments? 

In closing, I ask everyone reading this to urge the Maricopa Association of Governments and 
ADOT to respect NO BUILD as an option. For more information please see 
nosouthmountainfreeway.wordpress.com. 

Sincerely, 

[X] 

[Title] 

[Contact information (phone, email)] 


